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44 Arrested in US & PR 
“Macheteros” Says FBI 


On Friday, August 30, in coordinated raids 
in Boston, Dallas, Mexico and 6 cities in Puerto 
Rico, over 200 FBI agents arrested 14 people, 
charging them with a US conspiracy indictment 
based on the $7 million expropriation of a 
Wells Fargo depot in West Hartford, Conn. on 
September 12, 1983. The Macheteros, a 
clandestine Puerto Rican independence organi- 
zation, claimed responsibility for this action in 
a communique released this year. In January, 
1985, the Macheteros gave out toys, food and 
$10,000 in cash to children in the Puerto Rican 
communities in Hartford and three towns in 
Puerto Rico. 

Three Puerto Ricans are still being sought, 
including Victor Gerena. Those arrested include 
Lucy Segarra, who was arrested in Mexico; 
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Grand Jury Resisters 
Not to be Freed 


As Free Puerto Rico! goes to press, we have 
learned that the MLN 5 — Julio Rosado, Andrés 
Rosado, Maria Cueto, Ricardo Romero and 
Steven Guerra — plus Federico Cintrén Fiallo 
and Shelley Miller were denied by the US 
Court of Appeals on their challenge to the US 
Parole Commission, and therefore must remain 
in prison. This decision is a reversal of the 
order by Judge Barrington Parker that the 
seven resisters were being held aarbitrarily and 
capriciously and should be released. It is clear 
that the Appeals court decision was politically 
motivated, although it is couched in terms of 
legal requirements that the 7 file separate 
lawsuits. The actual reason is to continue the 
political internment of those who refuse to 
collaborate with repressive US grand juries. 


4 Patriots Convicted 
—Win International Support 


“it is our nation — not you nor the judge — who will 
determine our right to free ourselves... the verdict in 
this case was decided 87 years ago when the US invaded 
Puerto Rico — and that verdict is that the US is guilty of 
colonialism.” 
— Alejandrina Torres 
“I am charged with ‘seditious conspiracy,’ opposing the 
authority of the US government over my homeland, 
Puerto Rico. For us this is impossible, since the US 
government has no rightful authority over my country. 
— Edwin Cortés 





Jose Luis Rodriguez, 
Puerto Rican Political Prisoner 


Those who attended the Chicago trials of 
the 4 Puerto Rican patriots accused of sedi- 
tious conspiracy saw the unswerving strength 
of the 3 POWs — Alejandrina Torres, Edwin 
Cortés and Alberto Rodriguez — in their de- 
fiance of the government, their position that 
the US had no right even to try them. We saw 
the unwavering support of the Puerto Rican 
revolution by José Luis Rodriguez. We North 
Americans who attended the trial were chal- 
lenged and inspired by their dignity and 
courage. 

After deliberating nearly three days, the 
jury convicted all four. The 3 POWs could 
easily receive 60-80 years in prison, and José 
is facing up to 20 years. Sentencing will take 
place on October 4. 

The main charge was seditious conspiracy. 
As Edwin pointed out in his opening statement, 
this means using force to overthrow the autho- 
rity of the US government. Yet none of the 
prisoners, naturally, sees the US as having any 
authority in Puerto Rico or over independence 
fighters. The US is clearly a colonizing, oppres- 
sive power in Puerto Rico. Even a 1926 Su- 
preme Court decision, U.S. v. Balzac, states 


that Puerto Rico belongs to, but is not part of 
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4 Patriots Convicted onena 
—Win International Support from page 1 

the US. Still, the US refuses to let its colony 
go, because to do so would be to lose an im- 
portant center for military conqùest and super- 
profits. This is the reason for seditious con- 
spiracy charges, and why that charge must be 
callen “‘the impossible crime.” 

The jury nontheless found these four 
patriots guilty. The three POWs spoke to the 
judge and the jury only to reject US juris- 
diction over their actions and to proclaim the 
right of Puerto Ricans to armed actions, to 
fight by any means at their disposal, against 
US colonialism. José Rodríguez, although a 
firm supporter of the 3 POWs, was not part of 
the armed movement organizing in clandes- 
tinity to win independence. However, relying 
on the fear of “terrorism” and the fact that 
José had talked with Alberto Rodriguez in 
what the government labelled a “safehouse,” 
the jury convicted José also. 

In another of their underhanded moves, the 
FBI had spied on these 4 constantly for over a 
year — thanks to state-of-the-art surveillance 
techniques, including tiny audio and video de- 
vices placed in private dwellings. The admission 
of the surveillance evidence has set a new 
precedent for FBI-police activity. 


The FBI and their. media attempted to por- 
tray the 4 as “terrorists” prone to random 
violence and without any support. A break- 
through by the supporters of the 4 was a TV 
news interview where the 3 POWs spoke direct- 
ly from the MCC in Chicago, Alejandrina 
summed up their position by saying, “I am 
proud and honored to be a part of my country’s 
struggle for liberation.” The reason for their 
dedication? It has become increasingly ob- 
vious: in order for Puerto Rico’s independence 
to be won, it must be fought for. 

José attempted unsuccessfully to bring in 
other witnesses from Puerto Rico, namely Noel 
Colón Martinez, a renowned Puerto Rican 
attorney, former head of the Bar Association; 
and Tinti Deya-Massol, an expert on the 
2020 Plan. The court did not allow them to 
speak in his defense, yet the state was able to 
bring in such witnesses as Alfredo Méndez, a 
former independence activist who turned 
state’s evidence to become a traitor. 

It is important that this case has won 
much higher levels of support both here and 
in Puerto Rico, despite the press distortions. 















The New Movement in Solidarity with Puerto Rican Independence and Socialism is a national organization 

that works to develop understanding and support for the struggle of the Puerto Rican people — invaded and seized 
by the US military in 1898 — to liberate their nation and to establish an independent socialist society. As North 
Americans, we in the New Movement work under the leadership of the Movimiento de Liberación Nacional 

- Puertorriqueño, a US-based organization of Puerto Rican patriots. The New Movement chapters are involved in 
Many activities against US colonialism and US military intervention. We have written material, slide and film 
programs on such topics as the 2020 Plan, the history of Puerto Rico and the independence movement, women 
in the Puerto Rican revolution. Please write to the chapter nearest you to set up a discussion: 
Chicago — Box 295, 2520N. Lincoln, Chi.,IL-60614 Tel (312)278-6706 z 

San Francisco — 3543 18th St No. 17, SF,CA 94110 Tel (415)|561-9055 — 

New York — POB 2512, Cadman Plaea, Brooklyn, NY 11202 [Tel (212) 243-0202 


Demonstrations were held in Chicago and 
several cities in the US and Puerto Rico during 
the month of the trial. Honored Nationalist 
veteran Rafael Cancel Miranda made a special 
trip from Puerto Rico, and published a call 
for all patriotic Puerto Ricans to show strong 
backing for the 4. Cancel Miranda had been 
imprisoned for 25 years for participating in a 
Nationalist attack on Congress in 1954. Luis 
Nieves Falcón, a noted sociologist from the U. 
of PR, also came to witness the trial, along 
with George Harrison, an Irish patriot who had 
been imprisoned here in the US, and Lic. José 
Xopa, representing the Union of Democratic 
Lawyers of Mexico. 


44 Arrested in United States & Puerto Rico 


“Macheteros” Says FBI Continued from page 1 


Anne Giesen, a French woman who was 
arrested in Boston and accused of supporting 
the Macheteros by laundering money from the 
Wells Fargo expropriation and Luis Segarra, who 
was arrested in Dallas, Texas. The remaining 
11 Puerto Ricans were arrested in Vega Baja, 
Carolina, Luquillo, and San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
Among those arrested by the FBI were Jorge 
A. Farinacci, a labor lawyer and independence 
supporter, Yvonne Melendez de Diaz, Angel 
Diaz Ruiz, Isaac Camacho Negrón, and Filberto 
Ojeda Rios, who has been sought by the FBI 
since 1973. 


Thirty-two homes and offices were ran- 
sacked during the arrests, including the offices 
of the independence journal Pensamiento 
Critico. Following the raid, a spokesperson said 
“the FBI is launching a major attack against 
the Puerto Rican independence movement.” 
The arrests were carried out by hundreds of FBI 
agents, with the help of US Navy helicopters 
and Army trucks. Agents raided 32 homes, 
separated parents and children, and searched 
each place for hours. All this points to the 
fact that this was a military attack on the inde- 
pendence movement and not a criminal investi- 
gation. The FBI accused Cuba of providing 
political sanctuary for Victor Gerena, a Mache- 
tero who participated in the Wells Fargo 
action. The US attacked Cuba’s support for 
“Puerto Rican terrorism” and claimed that 
some of the Wells Fargo $7 million went to the 
Cuban government. 


Continued on page 3 





New Movement Blockades Navy Ship 


July 4, 1985 — Chicago: At Navy Pier, the 
USS Stark, a missile-launching frigate invites 
the public aboard to glorify the Navy’s work in 
“keeping the.Peace.”” Chicago is in the throes 
of a patriotic seizure of parades, fireworks, 
Taste of Chicago, a World Patriotism Celebra- 
tion of how good America is. The USS Stark 
is on a national tour to recruit for the Navy, 
after two years of active duty in the Caribbean 
and the Pacific off Central America, including 
Ocean Venture ’83 and Universal Trek, military 
war games off Puerto Rico. l 

While this patriotic fervor of American inde- 
pendence is gripping the city, 4 Puerto Rican 
patriots — Alejandrina Torres, Alberto Rodrí- 
guez, Ewin Cortés and José Luis Rodriguez— 
begin a trial for seditious conspiracy, accused 
of plotting to use violence to win independence 
for their own nation, while the Navy missile 
frigate is called a “peacekeeper.” 





New Movement demonstration at USS Stark 


Seven members and supporters of the New 
Movement line up to see the USS Stark. At 
2:10 they duck under the ropes at the head of 
the line. The sailors come blustering up to us, 
shouting, “Please get in line. You have to wait 
your turn.” One of us approaches the sailors, 
asking as calmly as he can: “We just want to 
know how long we’ll have to wait. Is it going 
to be more than a half hour?” Behind his back, 
two women begin to chain themselves to the 
gangplank. The sailor, apparently under or- 
ders to be personable, concentrates on the man 
asking about the time in line: “And your lady 
friends can leave their bags there on the table.” 

The man turns to his women companions 
to say, “he says it will be just 20 minutes.” As 
he tells them, he passes the chains through 
another chain under his shirt and locks them all 
to the ship entrance. The sailors are heard to 
groan, “Oh my God, they’re chaining them- 
selves to the gangplank.” 

The three turn around and are quickly 
joined by four others, with a huge banner that 
reads “FIGHTING FOR PUERTO RICO’S 
INDEPENDENCE IS NOT A CRIME! US 
NAVY OUT OF PUERTO RICO” with a pic- 
ture of the 3 POWs on trial in Chicago. One 






of the women reads a short statement through 
a small bullhorn smuggled inside a purse. She 
calls on the crowd to reject the US Navy’s 
celebration of its role in holding Puerto Rico as 
a colony of the US. She explains the Navy’s 
use of Puerto Rico as a center for its plans to 
invade Central America and their destruction 
of the island of Vieques. Chanting and 
talking directly to the crowd, we point out 
the farce of July 4th celebrations when our 
country holds another nation as a colony. 

We were able to stop the tours of the USS 
Stark for nearly an hour, while a demonstration 
gathered outside the gates of the Navy Pier 
where the Stark was moored. We think this 
New Movement action had a good effect in 
the media that were alert to the independence 
movement because of the trial: we were able 
to show that North American people can act 
to oppose this country’s domination of others, 
and that we can stand in solidarity with the 
Puerto Rican patriots on trial because of their 
struggle for freedom. 


14 Arrested... Continued from page 2 


The Macheteros have been one of the most 
active of the clandestine organizations in Puerto 
Rico, claiming responsibility for the 1981 
bombing of 7 Air Force jets at Muñiz Air Base 
outside San Juan and the December, 1980 
attack on a Navy bus in Sebana Seca, in which 
2 sailors were killed. That action was in retalia- 
tion for the assassination of independence acti- 
vist Angel Rodriguez Cristobal in a US prison. 

On Saturday, August 31, the 11 Puerto 
Ricans were forced to attend an extradition 
and bail hearing in Federal Court in San Juan. 
Thousands of supporters held a vigil for hours 
outside, and inside the 11 chanted “Long Live 
Puerto Rico” — together turning the arraign- 
ment into a demonstration of the unity of the 
independence movement. After the hearing, 
the 11 were flown to Roosevelt Roads Navy 
Base in Navy helicopters, then to the US Prison 
in Otisville, New York in Air Force jets. US 
Attorney General Edwin Meese and FBI Chief 
William Webster called the Macheteros “‘terror- 
ists” in a news conference in Washington on 
Saturday, August 31, and announced that the 
US government would oppose bail for those 
arrested. 

The Puerto Rican independence movement 
in the US and in Puerto Rico is unifying to sup- 
port these patriots and to defend their commu- 
nities against FBI attacks. On September 6, a 
demonstration was held in New York in support 
of the 14 independentistas, called by a joint 
committee which includes the Puerto Rican 
Socialist Party, Puerto Rican Independence 
Party, the Movimiento de Liberación Nacional 
Puertorriqueño (MLN-PR), the New Movement 
and the PRSC. 


Puerto Rican Women 


US depopulation plans for Puerto Rico and 
their specific impact on women were presented 
in a July tour of the US by Tinti Deya-Massol, 
a leading woman from the Cultural Arts Aca- 
demy of Adjuntas. The Academy, in the cent- 
ral mountain region of Puerto Rico, has been 
actively mobilizing the people of the area against 
the 2020 Plan. This comprehensive project in- 
cludes massive mining, industrial and military 
expansion, and speaks explicitly of reducing 
the island’s population from 4 million to 1.5 
million by the year 2020. 

Tinti spoke in New York, Chicago, San 
Francisco, Boston, Hartford and Los Angeles, 
presenting a detailed history of the deliberate 
protrams to eliminate the Puerto Rican people 
as a nation. Population control has been an 
integral part of government strategy from the 
very beginning of US control. Gen. Miles 
reported to President McKinley about how he 
found the island when he invaded: “‘overpop- 
ulated with dirty, uneducated people.” Yet, 
Tinti’s research shows, Miles reported that the 
island was located in a strategic position of 
great military importance. 
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Mobilize vs. Sterilizat 






ay ho 
Doctor in Puerto Rico examines 8-year-old zil 
suffering from premature sexual development, 
caused by high concentrations of DES hormone 

By the 1930s, 67 birth control clinics had 
already been established on an island only 40 
miles wide and 100 miles long. By 1970, the 
sterilization rate had reached 32 percent of 
Puerto Rican women of childbearing age. 
Much of the sterilization focused on the least 
populated regions, especially the central moun- 
tains — the heart of the Puerto Rican nation, 
where the rich history of Puerto Rican resis- 
tance and rebellion had its roots, and where 
the strategic minerals coveted by the US war 
machine lie buried. l 

In the early 1970s, as plans were made to pur- 
sue the strip-mining, sterilization accelerated. 
In 1974, the colonial Puerto Rican government 
established a new Department of Birth Control 
with an emphasis on sterilization and a budget 
of $1.3 million from the US Dept. of HEW. By 
1981, 39 percent of Puerto Rican women had 
been sterilized — the highest rate in the world 
and with the lowest average age of sterilization, 
25 years. 
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MAP OF U.S. 2020 PLAN FOR PUERTO RICO 


Tinti also provided details about the use of 
Puerto Rican women as guinea pigs for medical 
experimentation. In the early 1950s, contra- 
ceptive foam and the first oral contraceptive 
pills were tested on the healthiest young women. 
Many were made sterile or developed cancer. 
Such testing is still being pursued by the huge 
pharmaceutical industry. Earlier this year, 
a doctor exposed secret tests of a new drug 
that was retarding contractions in women in 
labor. Public outcry forced termination of 
the tests, but not before the drug was used on a 
number of Puerto Rican women. 

Such assaults on the Puerto Rican nation — 
and particularly the attacks on the women — 
are counter-balanced by the fierce resistance by 
women throughout Puerto Rican history. Tinti 
recounted examples of Puerto Rican women 
whose dedication to fighting for independence 
has won them the love and respect of their 
people. Among them: 

Luisa Capetillo, who organized sugar cane 

cutters and factory women in the 1920s and in 
1929 set up the first women’s congress; 
* Blanca Canales, Doris Torresola, Leones 
Diaz, who were among the leaders of the 1950 
Jayuya Rebellion and were imprisoned for up 
to 20 years; 


* Lolita Lebron, beloved Nationalist who led 
the 1954 armed attack on the US Congress and 
spent 25 years in US prisons rather than repu- 
diate her “crime”; 


* Doña Consuelo Lee Tapia, -revolutionary 


independentista, “the most widely-loved and 
well-known patriot,” and “inspiration for all 
Puerto Rican women today;” 

* Haydeé Torres, Carmen Valentin, Lucy Ro- 
driguez, Dylcia Pagan, Alicia Rodriguez and 
Alejandrina Torres, six of the 14 Puerto Rican 
POWs held captive now in US prisons. 

Tinti emphasized repeatedly that ‘‘the 
women’s struggle in Puerto Rico has contributed. 
to a qualitative leap for the overall indepen- 
dence movement.” No amount of population 
control can prevent the emergence of such 
women. “They were born fighting, they are 
fighting, and they are with us today.” 
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